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In 2012 Attorney Thomas McNamara won the first clergy sexual abuse case to go 

to trial against the Archdiocese of Hartford, resulting in a verdict of $1,354,450.00.   The 

suit was brought in counts of negligence and recklessness on behalf of Jacob Doe, who 

alleged abuse by Reverend Ivan Ferguson.  The Archdiocese appealed the verdict on 

certain evidentiary grounds and by claiming that Connecticut General Statutes §52-577d 

violated the Archdiocese's right to substantive due process under the Connecticut State 

Constitution.  In a unanimous decision, the Connecticut Supreme Court found that there 

were no evidentiary errors by the trial judge. 

As to the Constitutional defense, the Court found that a defendant does not have a 

vested right in the lapsing of a statute of limitations and said that the legislature did not 

act unreasonably or irrationally in determining that the revival of child sexual abuse 

victims' previously time-barred claims serves a legislative public purpose in a 

reasonable way. 

Had the Archdiocese been successful in its Constitutional argument, the result  

 

would have trampled not just on the rights of victims of clergy sexual abuse, but of all 

victims of sexual abuse in Connecticut.  The decision has been lauded as a significant 

victory for victims of sexual abuse everywhere and has been cited by victims' lawyers 

and Courts as persuasive authority in other states where defendants have attempted 

similar defenses.  Due to the post judgment interest, which applies if the defendant loses 

an appeal, the final amount owed by the Archdiocese was $1,661,413.50. 
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